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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as indicated hereafter. 
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Claims: 



1-49. (Cancelled). 

1 / J>^ (New) A method for notifying a user in advance of an impending arrival of a 
vehicle at a vehicle stop, the method implemented by an automated notification system, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

monitoring travel data corresponding to a vehicle at a computer system; and 
based upon the travel data and in advance of the vehicle's arrival at the vehicle stop, 
communicating a message from the computer system to a remote, portable, computer-based, 
personal, communications device transported by the user and that is remote from the vehicle stop 
to indicate impending arrival of the vehicle at the vehicle stop. 

(New) The method of claim^^ wherein the message is communicated over the 
Intemet to the communications device. 

5 (New) The method of claim ^<wherein the message is an email that is 

communicated, at least in part, over the Intemet. 

(Nev^) The method of claim^SOT'fiirther comprising the steps of receiving an email 
address, storing the email address, and communicating the message to the stored email address. 

(New) The method of claim,56r wherein the travel data comprises scheduled stop 

information. 

/ / 

(j) ^§5. (New) The method of claim^Of wherein the travel data is distance information. 

7 ^ 

' (New) The method of claiiTj;,^%rther comprising the step of updating the 

scheduled stop information based upon tracking information pertaining to the vehicle. 
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(New) The method of claim^Sd, wherein the travel data is timing information. 

(New) The method of claim^SCCftirther comprising the step of receiving and 
analyzing signals from satellites pertaining to positions of the vehicle. 



(New) The method of claim^further comprising the steps of monitoring 
locations of the vehicle, comparing the locations to map data, and initiating the message based 
upon the comparison. 

(New) The method of claim ^wherein the vehicle is a plane, train, boat, or 

motor vehicle. 



G^ew) The method of claimjvOf'wherein the communications device is 
computer, television, pager, or telephone. 




1 (New) The method of claim ^^wherein the computer system is a single 

computer or comprises a distributed architecture comprising a plurality of computers that are 
communicatively coupled. 

/ 

(New) The method of claim ^wherein the message comprises a description of 
travel status of the vehicle. 

\</ I 

(New) The method of claim ^^wherein the message comprises an audible 

sound. 

I (New) The method of claim^^fwherein the message comprises text or an image 

for display on a screen associated with the communications device. 



(^5 
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(New) The method of claim ^further comprising the steps of peraiitting a party 

to establish a communication session with the computer system and permitting the party to define 
one or more preferences criteria that, once met, will cause initiation of the communication of the 
message. 

{ 

(New) The method of claim^ wherein the vehicle has a scheduled route of a 
plurality of vehicle stops and wherein the communication of the message is initiated based upon 
the vehicle's progress along the stops of the route. 

(New) The method of claim further comprising the steps of monitoring 
content of the vehicle and determining the vehicle stop based upon the content. 

1/ J/^. (New) The method of claim ^^wherein the content is a package to be delivered. 

J ys. (New) The method of elaim^ wherein the content is a service provider 
transported by the vehicle. 

(New) The method of claim ^^wherein the message includes a map indicating a 
location of the vehicle. 

^^3^ (New) The method of claim^^S^Twherein the message indicates that the vehicle is 
delayed and thus will not arrive at a predetermined scheduled arrival time. 

(New) A method for notifying a user in advance of an impending arrival of a 
vehicle at a vehicle stop; the method implemented by an automated notification system, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

monitoring travel data corresponding to a vehicle at a computer system; and 
based upon the travel data and in advance of the vehicle's arrival at the vehicle stop, 
communicating a message fi-om the computer system to a plurality of remote personal 
communications devices transported by a plurality of users to indicate impending arrival of the 





% 
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vehicle at the vehicle stop, the plurality of remote personal communications devices residing at 
different locations that are remote from the vehicle stop. 

yr. (New) The method of claini^af wherein the message is communicated over the 
hitemet to the communications device. 

p^^^ (New) The method of cXsamJ/^ vherein the message is an email that is 
communicated, at least in part, over the Internet. 




(New) The method of claim J3f further comprising the steps of receiving an email 
address, storing the email address, and communicating the message to the stored email address. 

P^. (New) The method of claim^S, wherein the travel data comprises scheduled stop 
information. 

(New) The method of claim ^73^ wherein the travel data is distance information. 

ys. (New) The method of claim ^JSflurther comprising the step of updating the 
scheduled stop information based upon tracking information pertaining to the vehicle. 

J>Sd\ (New) The method of claim^J^herein the travel data is timing information. 

(New) The method of claim^f further comprising the step of receiving and 
analyzing signals from satellites pertaining to positions of the vehicle. 

3 ^ 

,82: (New) The method of claim jZ3; further comprising the steps of monitoring 
locations of the vehicle, comparing the locations to map data, and initiating the message based 
upon the comparison. 

(New) The method of claim^^^sfwherein the vehicle is a plane, train, boat, or 

motor vehicle. 
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(New) Themethodofclaim^73; wherein the con^ 
computer, television, pager, or telephone. 

^6. (New) The method of claimj^ wherein the computer system is a single 
computer or comprises a distributed architecture comprising a plurality of computers that are 
communicatively coupled. 

JpK (New) The method of clairnJ3?^wherein the message comprises a description of 
travel status of the vehicle. 

^87. (New) The method of claim jZ37 wherein the message comprises an audible 

sound. 

^\ . ^ 

^ (New) The method of claim^^^ wherein the message comprises text or an image 

^ for display on a screen associated with the communications device. 

(New) The method of claim J^further comprising the steps of permitting a party 
to establish a communication session with the computer system and permitting the party to define 
one or more preferences criteria that, once met, will cause initiation of the communication of the 
message. 

Jfd. (New) The method of claim^, wherein the vehicle has a scheduled route of a 
plurality of vehicle stops and wherein the communication of the message is initiated based upon 
the vehicle's progress along the stops of the route. 

^\ . (New) The method of claim^^further comprising the steps of monitoring 
content of the vehicle and determining the vehicle stop based upon the content. 

(New) The method of claim^^^wherein the content is a package to be delivered. 
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(New) The method of claim^^W^wherein the content is a service provider 
transported by the vehicle. 

^ (New) The method of claim ^S^'herein the message includes a map indicating a 
location of the vehicle. 

p: (New) The method of clami^jTS wherein the message indicates that the vehicle is 
delayed and thus will not arrive at a predetermined scheduled arrival time. 

^ ^. (New) A method for notifying a user in advance ofan impending arrival of a 
vehicle at a vehicle stop, the method implemented by an automated notification system, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

monitoring travel data corresponding to a vehicle at a computer system; and 
based upon the travel data and in advance of the vehicle's arrival at the vehicle stop, 
communicating a message from the computer system to a remote general-purpose computer- 
based communications device associated with the user and that is remote from the vehicle stop to 
indicate impending arrival of the vehicle at the vehicle stop, the general-purpose computer-based 
communications device being designed to communicate with other communications devices that 
are undedicated to the computer system. 

6| or] 

(New) The method of clairn^ wherein the message is communicated over the 
Internet to the communications device. 

(New) The method of claiin^^wherein the message is an email that is 
communicated, at least in part, over the Internet. 

9^ (New) The method of claim^effiirther comprising the steps of receiving an email 
address, storing the email address, and communicating the message to the stored email address. 




Serial No.: 08/852,119 



U Art Unit: 3661 

Pages 

jpe: (New) The method of claim^gT wherein the travel data comprises scheduled stop 
information. 

ipt. (New) The method of claim^wherein the travel data is distance information. 

m.. (New) The method of claim Tp< further comprising the step of updating the 
scheduled stop information based upon tracking information pertaining to the vehicle. 

ips. (New) The method of claim 96; wherein the travel data is timing information 

69 f 

ip4. (New) The method of claim^ further comprising the step of receiving and 
analyzing signals from satellites pertaining to positions of the vehicle. 

\p5. (New) The method of claim 9,^ further comprising the steps of monitoring 
locations of the vehicle, comparing the locations to map data, and initiating the message based 
upon the comparison. 

1P6. (New) The method of claim^ wherein the vehicle is a plane, train, boat, or 
motor vehicle. 

q 

(New) The method of claim^, wherein the communications device is a 
computer, television, pager, or telephone. 

(New) The method of claim^^ wherein the computer system is a single 
computer or comprises a distributed architecture comprising a plurality of computers that are 
communicatively coupled. 

1P9. (New) The method of claim 9^/wherein the message comprises a description of 
travel status of the vehicle. 



UO. (New) The method of claim^6, wherein the message comprises an audible 
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sound. 



JX- (New) The method of claim J.6f' wherein the message comprises text or an image 
for display on a screen associated with the communications device. 

l)Z (New) The method of claim^f^ iirther comprising the steps of permitting a party 
to establish a communication session with the computer system and permitting the party to define 
one or more preferences criteria that, once met, will cause initiation of the communication of the 
message. 

J^. (New) The method of claim ^efwherein the vehicle has a scheduled route of a 
plurality of vehicle stops and wherein the communication of the message is initiated based upon 
the vehicle's progress along the stops of the route. 

Of i/1 

\yi. (New) The method of claim^^further comprising the steps of monitoring 
content of the vehicle and determining the vehicle stop based upon the content. 

UrS. (New) The method of claim 1>4; wherein the content is a package to be 
delivered. 

l>a (New) The method of claim wherein the content is a service provider 
transported by the vehicle. 

(New) The method of claim QjS^herein the message includes a map indicating a 
location of the vehicle. 

J^ST (New) The method of claim^'wherein the message indicates that the vehicle is 
delayed and thus will not arrive at a predetermined scheduled arrival time. 



Serial No.: 08/852,119 

yjh Art Unit: 3661 

1^7 Page 10 

(New) A system for notifying a user in advance of an impending arrival of a 

vehicle at a vehicle stop, the system implemented by an automated notification system, the 
system comprising: 

means for monitoring travel data corresponding to a vehicle at a computer system; and 
means for, based upon the travel data and in advance of the vehicle's arrival at the vehicle 
^ ,^ stop, communicating a message from the computer system to a remote, portable, computer-based, 

personal, communications device transported by the user and that is remote from the vehicle stop 

to indicate impending arrival of the vehicle at the vehicle stop. 

(New) The system of claim 1^, wherein the message is communicated over the 
hitemet to the communications device. 

^ y.1. . (New) The system of claim Vpi', wherein the message is an email that is 

G? communicated, at least in part, over the hitemet. 

^pi. (New) The system of claim j^9, further comprising means for receiving an email 
address, means for storing the email address, and means for causing the message to be 
communicated to the stored email address. 



^1 

ip. (New) The system of claim 1>9, wherein the fravel data comprises scheduled stop 
information. 

J^. (New) The system of claim 1>9, wherein the fravel data is distance information. 

1^5. (New) The system of claim 1^4; further comprising a means for updating the 
scheduled stop information based upon tracking information pertaining to the vehicle. 

(New) The system of claim 1>9^ wherein the travel data is timing information. 



2 
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(New) The system of claim 1>9; further comprising a means for receiving and 
analyzing signals from satellites pertaining to positions of the vehicle. 

p8. (New) The system of claim \p, further comprising means for monitoring 
locations of the vehicle, means for comparing the locations to map data, and means for initiating 
the message based upon the comparison. 

(New) The system of claim^, wherein the vehicle is a plane, train, boat, or 




motor vehicle. 



J^e. (New) The system of claim \p, wherein the communications device is a 
computer, television, pager, or telephone. 



. (New) The system of claim^, wherein the computer system is a single 
computer or comprises a distributed architecture comprising a plurality of computers that are 
communicatively coupled. 

V^. (New) The system of claim U9f wherein the message comprises a description of 
travel status of the vehicle. 




ni> 

(New) The system of claim wherein the message comprises an audible 
sound. 

^ -^^^ 

1>4. (New) The system of claim 1^ wherein the message comprises text or an image 
for display on a screen associated with the communications device. 

Ik nK 

J^5. (New) The system of claim ^9, further comprising means for permitting a party 
to establish a communication session with the computer system and a means for permitting the 
party to define one or more preferences criteria that, once met, will cause initiation of the 
communication of the message. 



11 
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(New) The system of claim 1>< wherein the vehicle has a scheduled route of a 
plurality of vehicle stops and wherein the communication of the message is initiated based upon 
the vehicle's progress along the stops of the route 

i no 

yn. (New) The system of claim V}S, further comprising a means for monitoring 
content of the vehicle and a means for determining the vehicle stop based upon the content 

fi % 

(New) The system of claim 137, wherein the content is a package to be delivered. 



1^. (New) The system of claim 1^, wherein the content is a service provider 
transported by the vehicle, 

y). (New) The system of claim XjA wherein the message includes a map indicating a 
location of the vehicle. 

(New) The system of claim j/^wherein the message indicates that the vehicle is 
delayed and thus will not arrive at a predetermined scheduled arrival time 

f 

yd. (New) A system for notifying a user in advance of an impending arrival of a 
vehicle at a vehicle stop, the system implemented by an automated notification system, the 
system comprising: 

means for monitoring travel data corresponding to a vehicle at a computer system; and 
means for, based upon the travel data and in advance of the vehicle's arrival at the vehicle 
stop, communicating messages from the computer system to a plurality of remote personal 
communications devices transported by a plurality of users to indicate impending arrival of the 
vehicle at the vehicle stop, the plurality of remote personal communications devices residing at 
different locations that are remote from the vehicle stop. 
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1^. (New) The system of claim 1^, wherein at least one of the messages is 
communicated over the hitemet to the commimications device. 

Oh a 

(New) The system of claim 1^3; wherein the at least one message is an email that 
is communicated, at least in part, over the hitemet. 

1^5. (New) The system of claim 1^ further comprising means for receiving an email 
address, means for storing the email address, and means for communicating at least one of the 
messages to the stored email address. 

146. (New) The system of claim 1^ wherein the travel data comprises scheduled stop 
information. 

% 

yn. (New) The system of claim yd, wherein the travel data is distance information. 

IjS. (New) The system of claim 1^ further comprising a means for updating the 
scheduled stop information based upon tracking information pertaining to the vehicle. 

y(9. (New) The system of claim 1^, wherein the travel data is timing information. 

(New) The system of claim yd, further comprising a means for receiving and 
analyzing signals from satellites pertaining to positions of the vehicle. 

1^. (New) The system of claim further comprising a means for monitoring 
locations of the vehicle, a means for comparing the locations to map data, and a means for 
initiating the message based upon the comparison. 

\§ ij 

1^. (New) The system of claim Ip!, wherein the vehicle is a plane, train, boat, or 
motor vehicle. 
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(New) The system of claim 1,42, wherein the communications devices include 

any of the following: a computer, television, pager, or telephone. 

1^ (New) The system of claim 1^, wherein the computer system is a single 
computer or comprises a distributed architecture comprising a plurality of computers that are 
communicatively coupled. 

(New) The system of claim wherein the messages comprise a description of 
travel status of the vehicle. 



(New) The system of claim wherein the messages comprise an audible 
sound. 



(4 

& >y ^ (New) The system of claim wherein the messages comprise text or an image 

for display on a screen associated with the communications devices. 



ur. 

p(%, (New) The system of claim 1^2", further comprising means for permitting a party 
to establish a communication session with the computer system and permitting the party to define 
one or more preferences criteria that, once met, will cause initiation of a communication to at 
least one of the messages. 

1^. (New) The system of claim 1^2fwherein the vehicle has a scheduled route of a 
plurality of vehicle stops and wherein the communication of at least one of the messages is 
initiated based upon the vehicle's progress along the stops of the route. 

1^. (New) The system of claim l^fiirther comprising a means for monitoring 
content of the vehicle and determining the vehicle stop based upon the content. 



(New) The system of claim wherein the content is a package to be delivered. 
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(New) The system of claim 1^2^herein the message includes a map indicating a 
location of the vehicle. 

(New) The system of claim l>^^ wherein the message indicates that the vehicle is 
delayed and thus will not arrive at a predetermined scheduled arrival time. 

. (New) A system for notifying a user in advance of an impending arrival of a 
vehicle at a vehicle stop, the system implemented by an automated notification system, the 
system comprising: 

a means for monitoring travel data corresponding to a vehicle at a computer system; and 
V a means for, based upon the travel data and in advance of the vehicle's arrival at the 

vehicle stop, communicating a message from the computer system to a remote general-purpose 
computer-based communications device associated with the user and that is remote from the 
vehicle stop to indicate impending arrival of the vehicle at the vehicle stop, the general-purpose 
computer-based communications device being designed to communicate with other 
communications devices that are undedicated to the computer system. 

1/1 lit 

160: (New) The system of claim 1^5^ wherein the message is communicated over the 
Internet to the communications device. 



0 

I^TT (New) The system of claim l^ds wherein the message is an email that is 
communicated, at least in part, over the Internet. 

t i!^ 

158: (New) The system of claim further comprising a means for receiving an 
email address, a means for storing the email address, and a means for communicating the 
message to the stored email address. 



' nil 
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J^? (New) The system of claim )d, wherein the travel data comprises scheduled^stop 
information. 

170. (New) The system of claim l^wherein the travel data is distance information. 

yn . (New) The system of claim jX further comprising a means for updating the 
scheduled stop information based upon tracking information pertaining to the vehicle. 

IX- (New) The system of claim wherein the travel data is timing information. 

y5. (New) The system of claim l^fiirther comprising a means for receiving and 
analyzing signals from satellites pertaining to positions of the vehicle. 

]pi. (New) The system of claim 1^ further comprising a means for monitoring 
locations of the vehicle, a means for comparing the locations to map data, and a means for 
initiating the message based upon the comparison. 

(New) The system of claim 1^ wherein the vehicle is a plane, train, boat, or 

motor vehicle. 

Vl^, (New) The system of claim lj55^ wherein the communications device is a 
computer, television, pager, or telephone. 

177. (New) The system of claim wherein the computer system is a single 
computer or comprises a distributed architecture comprising a plurality of computers that are 
communicatively coupled. 

178. (New) The system of claim 1^ wherein the message comprises a description of 
travel status of the vehicle. 
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J^. (New) The system of claim l^, wherein the message comprises an audible 



131 ll^f 

J^. (New) The system of claim lp5, wherein the message comprises text or an image 
for display on a screen associated with the communications device. 



im- (New) The system of claim p5, further comprising a means for permitting a 
party to establish a communication session with the computer system and a means for permitting 
the party to define one or more preferences criteria that, once met, will cause initiation of the 
communication of the message. 

(33 

182. (New) The system of claim lp5, wherein the vehicle has a scheduled route of a 
plurality of vehicle stops and wherein the communication of the message is initiated based upon 
the vehicle's progress along the stops of the route. 

' ' 1^ (New) The system of claim 1^ further comprising a means for monitoring 

content of the vehicle and a means for determining the vehicle stop based upon the content. 

IM: (New) The system of claim 1^ wherein the content is a package to be deHvered. 

Id) t}4 

1JS5. (New) The system of claim '1^, wherein the content is a service provider 
transported by the vehicle. 

1^. (New) The system of claim wherein the message includes a map indicating a 
location of the vehicle. 

lit' 

(New) The system of claim l^S^herein the message indicates that the vehicle is 
delayed and thus will not arrive at a predetermined scheduled arrival time. 
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